
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Monday October 23, 2017 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Lyons, Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin, Councilmembers C. Burling, L. Hunt. D. 

Lucas, B. Schuur and City Clerk J. Wilson. 

 

ABSENT:  Councilmember J. Dodd.  

 

STAFF:  Assistant City Manager R. Scherr. 

 

Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Hunt seconded that the minutes of the  

October 9, 2017 meeting be approved. 

 

APPROVED unanimously 

 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL  

None 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON AGENDA) 

None 

  

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 

None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Motion by Councilmember Laylin and second by Councilmember Hunt to approved event 

requests. 

 

1. Halloween Parade 
 

2. Christmas-Open House Weekend 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

                         

1.  Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, in 2012, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality shifted the 

responsibility of landfill monitoring of designated sites to the owner of the 

properties; and 

 

WHEREAS,  as the owner of the former Dowagiac Landfill, the City has assumed the 

responsibility for all monitoring and surveying for the site; and 
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WHEREAS,  as part of the landfill monitoring, residential well survey activities are required to 

be conducted on an MDEQ established basis, and; 

 

WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac has requested and received a Proposal for Professional 

Services from GHD Services Inc. to conduct survey activities relative to select 

residential wells in the immediate vicinity of the former Dowagiac Landfill site; 

and 

 

WHEREAS,  the cost for the residential well survey to be conducted by GHD Services Inc. is 

$7,265.00 and encompasses field activities and reporting.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of its 

City Council, does hereby approve the Proposal for Professional Services for Select 

Residential Well Survey Activities for the Former Dowagiac Landfill in the amount 

of $7,265.00. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 

 

 

2.   Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Burling. 

 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 82, Section 82.24 (c) of the Dowagiac City Code, "UTILITIES”, provides 

that the City of Dowagiac is authorized to place as a lien on the premises to which 

electric, water and/or sewer service is provided for delinquent utilities for six (6) 

months or more; and,  

 

WHEREAS, delinquent utilities with such lien are charged on the next property tax bill for the 

premises; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council upon review of the various single premises described in 

Appendix A attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, determined by 

virtue of non-compliance with the provisions of Chapter 82, Section 82-24 (c) of the 

Dowagiac City Code. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager has directed the City Assessor to prepare a special assessment roll 

covering all such charges which have not been paid; and 

 

WHEREAS, said roll has been filed with the City Clerk and is now being presented to the Council 

for confirmation and levy; and  

 

WHEREAS, said special assessment roll is attached hereto and made a part of this resolution. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby confirm the attached special assessment roll for the 

parcels more fully described in Appendix A attached hereto and incorporated herein 

by reference and directs the City Administration to levy said assessments against the 

individual properties therein set forth. 

 

ADOPTED/unanimously 

 

3. BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

 
Invoices

-Sept 
$133,622.85 

Invoices
-Oct  

$47,719.37 

Payroll 
#01 

$121,653.36 

  
Total $302,995.58 

 

 

ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 

  

Ayes: Five (5) Laylin, Burling, Hunt, Lucas, and Schuur   

Nays:  None (0)     

Absent:  One (1) Dodd 

Abstain:  None (0) 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS  

Councilmember Hunt read a letter from L.A.D.D. and a $250 donation to the Dowagiac Police 

Department. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin explained recent changes to the Southwest Michigan Planning 

Commission. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Upon motion by Councilmember Schuur and seconded by Councilmember Laylin, the Dowagiac    

City Council adjourned at 7:10 PM. 

 

________________________________       _________________________________ 

Donald D. Lyons, Mayor    Jane P. Wilson, City Clerk  

 


